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[DATE]

FESTIVAL OF FORGIVENESS SET FOR MARCH 2

Catholics throughout the Diocese of St. Cloud will celebrate a “Festival of Forgiveness” March 2 to help every person experience the life-changing power of God’s love and mercy. 

On this date, the sacrament of reconciliation will be available from [time] to [time] at designated churches throughout the 16-county diocese, including [insert name of church(es) in your deanery here]. 

[Add optional quote by pastor here]

The Festival of Forgiveness comes during Lent, a penitential season before Easter when Christians are encouraged to enter more deeply into prayer, fasting and charitable works. 

This is the third consecutive year that churches in the diocese are hosting the celebration. Thousands of confessions were heard throughout the diocese on the festival day last March. Pastors reported that many of the people who attended had been away from the sacrament for years, some for decades.

In his 2016 pastoral letter on mercy, “Be Merciful, Just as Your Father is Merciful,” St. Cloud Bishop Donald Kettler urged priests of the diocese and parishes to invite all Catholics “to experience again the love and mercy of God through the sacrament of reconciliation” and to “make a special effort to invite those who may not have received the sacrament for some time or who may feel alienated from the Church for any reason.”

[bookmark: _GoBack]More information about the Festival of Forgiveness is available at: www.stcdio.org/Festival-of-Forgiveness-2018.
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