The parish is not an outdated institution; precisely because it possesses great flexibility, it can assume quite different contours depending on the openness and missionary creativity of the pastor and community. While certainly not the only institution which evangelizes, if it proves capable of self-renewal and constant adaptivity, it continues to be “the Church living in the midst of the homes of her sons and daughters.” This presumes that it really is in contact with the homes and lives of its people, and does not become a useless structure out of touch with people or a self-absorbed cluster made up of a chosen few. The parish is the presence of the Church in a given territory, an environment for hearing God’s word, for growth in the Christian life, for dialogue, proclamation, charitable outreach, worship and celebration. In all its activities the parish encourages and trains its members to be evangelizers. It is a community of communities, a sanctuary where the thirsty come to drink in the midst of their journey, and a center of constant missionary outreach. We must admit, though, that the call to review and renew our parishes has not yet sufficed to bring them nearer to people, to make the environments of living communion and participation, and to make them completely mission-oriented. 
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ELEMENTS OF A VIBRANT PARISH 

Worship is God’s revelation in Jesus Christ and our response. Parish life is grounded in prayer that gives direction, purpose and energy to everything we do as Christian disciples. It strengthens us for action.

Word is the formation of all its members. Ensuring lifelong learning and education aids each person to continue to grow in faith.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Community is the human dynamic through which the mission of the Church is embodied and embraced. We are called together for mutual support, activity, and growth. Together using everyone’s gifts and talents we build the reign of God.

Service is the way in which parishes work for charity and justice. Jesus demonstrated throughout his ministry that we are to be of service to others and demands action especially for the poor.

Leadership is the collaborative work of members of the parish to engage all to use their gifts for a common goal. Providing vision, focus and inspiration toward this common mission helps all to be engaged for the service of all.

Stewardship is a way of life in which we acknowledge that everything we have comes from God and we have a responsibility to use our resources wisely for the good of all. 

Evangelization is sharing and witnessing the Good News of Jesus Christ with the world in everything we do. This is the mission of the Church. 


