Rite of Committal Led by Layperson in the Absence of Church Personnel

The Order of Christian Funerals provides that “In the absence of a parish minister, a friend or member of the family should lead those present in the rite of committal” (n. 215).
This brief service is an example with texts taken from the OCF. It can be adapted with other options also found in the Rite.
This service can be led by an appropriate member of the family or a family friend at the cemetery. Singing is optional to open and close the service. If desired, some brief words of remembrance and gratitude to God for the deceased can also be shared as indicated.

Invitation
We gather here to commend our brother / sister N. to God our Father and to commit his/her body to its resting place. In the spirit of faith in the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, we offer our prayers for N. in the name of the Father + and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Scripture
We read in sacred Scripture: Come, you who are blessed by my Father, says the Lord, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.

Optionally, some brief words of remembrance might be shared at this time if this has not taken place previously.

Prayer over the Place of Committal
Lord Jesus Christ,
by your own three days in the tomb
you hallowed the graves of all who believe in you
and so made the grave a sign of hope
even as it claims our mortal bodies.
Grant that our brother / sister may sleep here in peace
until you awaken him / her to glory,
for you are the resurrection and the life.
Then he / she will see you face to face
and in your light will see light
and know the splendor of God,
for you live and reign for ever and ever.
Prayer of Commendation
To you, O Lord, we commend the soul of your servant N.
In the sight of this world he / she has died;
in your sight may he / she live forever.

Forgive whater sins he / she committed through human waeakness
and in your goodness grant him / her everlasting peace.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

	OR

Because God has chosen to call N. from this life to himself,
we commit his / her body to its resting place,
for we are dust and to dust we shall return.
But the Lord Jesus Christ will change our mortal bodies
to be like his in glory,
for he is risen, the firstborn from the dead.
So we commend N. to the Lord,
that the Lord may embrace him / her in peace
and raise up his / her body on the last day.

Lord’s Prayer
With hope and longing for the coming of God’s Kingdom, we pray in the words Jesus gave us:
Our Father,
who art in heaven,
hallowed by thy name.
Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil. Amen.


Concluding Prayer
Listen, O God, to the prayers of your people
on behalf of the faithful departed,
and grant to your servant N.
the inheritance promised to all your saints.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Eternal rest grant unto him / her, O Lord
and let perpetual light shine upon him / her.
May he / she rest in peace. Amen.
May his / her soul and the souls of all the faithful departed,
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

Prayer Over the People
May the love of God and the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ
bless and console us
and gently wipe away every tear from our eyes:
in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Aen.
Let us go now in the peace of Christ. Thanks be to God.
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