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Preamble 

 
Born of Benedictine Culture, the parishes of the non-canonical, super-parochial structure known 
as the Harvest of Hope Area Catholic Community (ACC) came together at the request of the 
Bishop Emeritus, Donald Kettler, in 2019. Acting through their current pastor, Fr. Edward 
Vebelun, OSB, the parishes of the ACC have responded to my call to engage in the All Things 
New Pastoral Planning process, and have submitted a proposed plan for their ACC which is 
suited to the pastoral needs and resources, real and anticipated, in the Diocese of Saint Cloud. In 
accord with this plan and to strive for a future of holiness and grace, I issue this decree, which 
contains a number of decisions and precepts drawn from the Harvest of Hope Plan, chiefly the 
merger of the parishes of the ACC into one new parish. 

 
Art. I - Merger 

 
General motivations from the diocesan situation 

 
Whereas in 2019, in response to declining numbers of clergy and the movement of priests of the 
Benedictine Order out of local parochial ministry and back to St. John's Abbey, Bishop Emeritus 
Donald Kettler instructed the parishes of the diocese to form ACCs; 

 
Whereas, upon my consecration as Bishop of the Diocese of St. Cloud in 2023, I spent time 
listening to the People of the Diocese of Saint Cloud, both clergy and lay, and became aware of 
poor health and overwork of the clergy, declining participation in religious education programs, 
shifts away from the demographics that had originally motivated the foundation of the majority 
of parishes in the diocese, inadequate staffing, inaccessible or dangerous parochial buildings, 
inefficient use of ecclesial resources, and instances of a parochialism which - though supportive 
of the local community - expressed indifference to or even ignorance of communion with the 
Diocesan and Universal Church (cc. 384, 392, 529 §2); 

 
Whereas, in order to address these concerns, I initiated the All Things New Planning Process, 
established parameters as a guide for each ACC to reform in a manner best suited to present and 
anticipated pastoral needs, and called upon all ACCs of the diocese to form planning councils 
and present plans by December 31, 2025; 

 
Motivations particular to the parishes of the ACC 

 
Whereas the parishes of St. Anthony in St. Anthony, St. Benedict in Avon, St. Martin in 
St. Martin, and Seven Dolors in Albany, and the parishioners of St. Martin historically associated 
with the Oratory of St. Catherine, responding to the aforementioned precept of the Bishop 
Emeritus, formed the Harvest of Hope Area Catholic Community; 



 

 

 
Whereas, upon its formation, the ACC collaborated among staff, clergy and parishioners to 
create a strategic plan and, in 2024, by the same methods, generated a new strategic plan with 
measurable action steps and timelines; 

 
Whereas, the most realistic planning for the Harvest of Hope should be constructed upon future 
availability of as few as one priest; 

 
Whereas, in keeping with its long tradition of collaborative planning, the Harvest of Hope ACC 
formed an ACC Planning Council of clergy, staff, and parishioners, generated a plan, and 
presented this plan at listening sessions, open to the nearly 5,000 parishioners of the ACC; 

 
Whereas the ACC Planning Council incorporated feedback from these gatherings, considered the 
Design Parameters of the All Things New Process, appropriately weighed the parameters against 
the unique pastoral needs of the ACC, and presented a plan to the Diocesan Committee for the 
Affirmation of Plans before December 31, 2025, as instructed; 

 
Whereas the plan was affirmed, after its presentation to the Committee for the Affirmation of 
Plans on December 1, 2025; 

 
Whereas the plan petitions for the extinctive union of the four parishes of the ACC, in order to 
form one new parish, I thus presented this proposal to the Presbyteral Council on January 30, 
2026, and the council recommended that I enact the proposed merger; 

 
Whereas the proposed merger meets the parameters of the All Things New Planning Process, 
especially the reduction of the overall number of corporations in the ACC; 

 
Whereas the proposed merger is, in my judgment, a prudent remedy to the general challenges to 
health and holiness in the Diocese of Saint Cloud, especially those to clergy health, those 
resulting from changing language groups, cultures, and demographics; 

 
Whereas the proposed merger adjusts the governing structures to ease co-responsible governance 
of the particular parishes of the ACC, establishing one set of trustees and one finance council 
who share the same mandate as the pastor; 

 
Whereas the proposed merger enacts juridically the already fruitful collaboration of the 
parishioners of the multiple parishes of the ACC with one pastor; 

 
Whereas the proposed merger affords the opportunity to examine the utility, efficiency, and 
repair of parochial buildings across the ACC, that any repurposing or sale of such buildings 
might be shared equally by all parishioners across the entire ACC; 

 
Whereas, mindful of the Legislator's general principle that a pastor is to serve only one parish 
(c. 526 §1), the proposed merger better aligns with the current and anticipated numbers of 
available pastors in the Diocese; 



 

 
Whereas the proposed merger affords the opportunity to designate the church of Seven Dolors in 
Albany as the primary church of the merged parish, allowing for a central office, central location 
for sacramental celebrations, and reduced intercampus travel for the pastor, which gives 
demonstrable benefit to priest health; 

 
Whereas the proposed merger affords the opportunity for the pastor to utilize more efficient 
governance structures and more easily accessible ecclesiastical goods, granting him the 
opportunity to spend less time on administrative tasks and more time on pastoral care, which 
gives demonstrable benefit to priest and parishioner health; 

 
Whereas the proposed merger draws more communities together for the support of the formation 
of a new generation of disciples through Catholic Education, at both Holy Family School and in 
programs of faith formation, addressing the general decline in religious education numbers seen 
across the diocese for the last 20 years; 

 
Whereas the proposed merger draws together more communities in support of the pastoral care 
necessary for the residents of the Benedictine Living Community, Mother of Mercy in Albany, 
affording greater support for the aged; 

 
Whereas the proposed merger draws together historic and distinct communities, creating the 
vision of the parish set forth by Pope Francis, "a community of communities" (Evangelii 
gaudium, 28), in contrast to small, isolated, homogenous, self-selecting communities that can 
promote a parochialism contrary to the fullness of the Communion of the Church in Christ; 

 
Whereas the proposed merger is also, in my judgment and in accord with the foregoing 
observations and motivations, for the good of the souls of the parishioners of the parishes of the 
Harvest of Hope ACC; 

§1 I hereby decree that the parishes of Seven Dolors in Albany, St. Benedict in Avon, 
St. Martin in St. Martin, and St. Anthony in St. Anthony are merged into an extinctive 
union, forming one new parish, which shall be called the Parish of the Transfiguration, 
comprising the territory, assets, rights, and obligations previously included in each parish. 

 
And, whereas Fr. Nick Kleespie, OSB, is known to be of sound doctrine and uprightness of 
character, is well-versed in the Sacred Sciences, and has a proven history of generous ministry 
that shows forth the Hope that comes from the Gospel; 

Whereas Fr. Nick Kleespie, OSB, has been presented to me by Abbot Douglas Mullin, OSB, his 
religious superior, on January 6, 2026, pursuant to the requirements of c. 682 §1; 

 
§2 I hereby appoint Fr. Nick Kleespie, OSB, as pastor of the newly merged parish (cc. 521, 
523); and I hereby dispense from the obligation of taking possession in accord with 
c. 527 §2, such that he is pastor of the Parish of the Transfiguration on July 1, 2026, when 
this and other provisions of this document go into effect, this decree serving as sufficient 
notification to the people of the parish (see Art. IX below). 

 
 
 

 
 
 



Art. IX - Notification and Appeals 

The above merger and associated precepts and decisions, though related by reason of motivation 
and legal action, are nevertheless, strictly speaking, independent. Therefore, if a member of the 
Faithful is aggrieved by any article of this decree, that member may present a petition for 
modification or revocation of the whole document or simply a single provision therein, within 
ten working days of notification of the decree, i.e. the petition must be received at the Chancery 
of the Diocese of Saint Cloud before the close of business on May 18, 2026 (see the address of 
the chancery in the header on the first page of this decree). 

To that end, I hereby direct that notification take place according to the following: 

§1 The Pastor is to receive a signed copy of the decree.
§2 The Pastor or his delegate is hereby directed to read the Preamble, the bold text of
Article One which enacts the merger, and this article at all weekend Masses on May 2-3;
§3 The Pastor or his delegate is to ensure that paper copies of this decree are provided in
the churches of each parish merged by this decree.
§4 This decree is to be posted to the All Things New Website of the Diocese of Saint Cloud
on Friday, May 1, 2026.

So long as notification takes place as described above, all of the decisions, precepts, and other 
legal actions indicated in this decree go into effect on July 1, 2026, without prejudice to those 
things which the current parochial leadership have the ability to modify nor my right to suspend 
the decree, in whole or in part, prior to that time, especially in response to a petition from a  
 member of the Faithful. 

 Given at the Chancery, the 28th Day of April, the Year of Our Lord 2026 

Note: Further precepts, decisions, and other provisions of this decree have been provided directly 
to the pastor of the parishes merged by this decree.




