
 
 
 
 
 

 
DECREE 

Anno Domini 

Office of the Bishop I 
Diocese of Saint Cloud 
214 THIRD AVENUE SOUTH 

P.O. BOX 1248 
ST. CLOUD, MINNESOTA 56302-1248 

TELEPHONE (320) 251-2340 

 
Preamble 

 
In the Year of Our Lord 2014, the parishes that would become the Isanti Area Catholic 
Community, were united by being placed under the care of a single pastor (c. 526 §1). 
Parishioners grew accustomed to this over time, and even made efforts to enhance hospitality 
and encourage parishioners to embrace activities outside of their respective parish churches. 
United as an ACC in 2019, the parishes of the Isanti Area Catholic Community built on the 
preceding collaboration, responding expeditiously to the All Things New Planning Process. In 
accord with this plan and to strive for a future of holiness and grace, I issue this decree, which 
contains a number of decisions and precepts drawn from the ACC's plan but chiefly enacts the 
merger of the parishes of Christ the King in Cambridge, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton in Isanti, and 
Sts. Peter and Paul in Braham into one new parish, combining the churches, territories, assets, 
rights, and obligations of all three. 

 
 

Art. I - Merger 
 

General motivations from the diocesan situation 
 

Whereas in 2019, in response to declining numbers of clergy, the Bishop Emeritus, 
Donald Kettler, instructed the parishes of the diocese to form ACCs; 

 
Whereas, upon my consecration as Bishop of the Diocese of St. Cloud in 2023, I spent time 
listening to the People of the Diocese of Saint Cloud, both clergy and lay, and became aware of 
poor health and overwork of the clergy, declining participation in religious education programs, 
shifts away from the demographics that had originally motivated the foundation of the majority 
of parishes in the diocese, inadequate staffing, inaccessible or dangerous parochial buildings, 
inefficient use of ecclesial resources, and instances of a parochialism which - though supportive 
of the local community - expressed indifference to or even ignorance of communion with the 
Diocesan and Universal Church (cc. 384,392, 529 §2); 

 
Whereas, in order to address these concerns, I initiated the All Things New Planning Process, 
established parameters as a guide for each ACC to reform in a manner best suited to present and 
anticipated pastoral needs, and called upon all ACCs of the diocese to form planning councils 
and present plans by December 31, 2025; 

 
Motivations particular to the parishes concerned 

 
Whereas, in 2019, in response to the Bishop Emeritus' call, the parishes of Christ the King in 
Cambridge, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton in Isanti, and Sts. Peter and Paul in Braham formed the 
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Isanti Area Catholic Community, building upon the collaboration already realized by working as 
a cluster of parishes under the leadership of one pastor since 2014; 

 
Whereas the parishes of the ACC have formed an ACC Stewardship Committee, which 
coordinates stewardship as a way of life ordered toward the common good of all parishioners of 
the parishes of the ACC; 

 
Whereas the work of the Isanti ACC Stewardship Committee is supported by the pastor common 
to all three parishes (and remunerated by all three), as well as a Discipleship Ministry 
Coordinator who serves all three parishes (and is remunerated by all three), demonstrating the 
collaboration of all three parishes towards a common future; 

 
Whereas the pastor, Discipleship Ministry Coordinator, and Isanti ACC Stewardship Committee 
also collaborate to form all the parishioners of the three parishes, collectively, as missionary 
disciples, through mini-retreats, programs for identifying the gifts and talents of the parishioners, 
and gathering and ministering to people in the OCIA Program; 

 
Whereas, in order to foster more profound collaboration, the pastoral leadership of the ACC has 
worked to bring about friendships across parochial lines by building and supporting small groups 
affiliated with various ministries and support groups: men's groups, women's groups, the 
St. Monica Group, young adult groups, youth groups, grandparent groups, caregiver groups - 
ensuring that no one is marginalized, even as the collective community of the ACC grows larger; 

 
Whereas, in July of 2025, the parish offices were combined into one central location in 
Cambridge, to better facilitate coordinating the pastor's ministry to all three parishes; 

 
Whereas, in October of 2025, the business administrator's position was adjusted to be full-time 
and clarified as responsible for all three parishes of the ACC; 

 
Whereas, in response to my request to develop an ACC Pastoral Plan, the parishes of the Isanti 
ACC formed an ACC Planning Committee, developed a plan which incorporates the 
aforementioned pastoral objectives, common ministers, and generally fruitful collaboration, and 
submitted that plan well in advance of the deadline; 

 
Whereas, while developing the aforementioned plan, the ACC Planning Council held town hall 
meetings in each parish, heard concerns about the disposition of donated funds in the event of a 
parish merger, and incorporated this feedback into their deliberations; 

 
Whereas, the aforementioned plan was presented to the ACC Pastoral Council for feedback, 
some wording changes were proposed, and the watermark "proposal" was added across each 
page; 

 
Whereas, in light of the aforementioned collaborative ministerial practices and ministers, the 
ACC Planning Council has included in the presented plan a request that the three parishes be 
merged into one new parish through an extinctive union; 
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Whereas the plan was presented to the Committee for the Affirmation of Plans (CAP) on 
November 24, 2025, and the CAP affirmed the merger of the three parishes of the ACC; 

 
Whereas, having received the affirmed plan, I recognized as a requirement what is established by 
c. 515 §2, and subsequently presented the proposed merger to the Presbyteral Council on January 
30, 2026, requesting a consultative vote; 

 
Whereas the Presbyteral Council in fact recommended, by a consultative vote, that I proceed 
with the proposed merger; 

 
Whereas the proposed merger meets the parameters of the All Things New Planning Process, 
especially the reduction of the overall number of corporations in the ACC, and likewise is, in my 
judgment, a prudent remedy to the general challenges to health and holiness in the Diocese of 
Saint Cloud, especially those challenges to clergy health, those resulting from changing language 
groups, cultures, and demographics, those born of a disordered parochialism and an inefficient 
and even irresponsible utilization of ecclesiastical goods for which I and my predecessors bear a 
most grave responsibility; 

Whereas these three parishes are all still served by one pastor, as they have been for a decade, 
growing in mutual collaboration but struggling with thwarted expectations of the Faithful who 
reasonably expect each parish to have its own particular, proper pastor; 

 
Whereas, mindful of the Legislator's general principle that a pastor is to serve only one parish 
(c. 526 §1), the proposed merger better aligns with the current and anticipated numbers of 
available pastors in the Diocese, as well as the customary expectations of the Faithful with regard 
to parochial pastoral ministry; 

 
Whereas the proposed merger adjusts the governing structures to ease co-responsible governance 
of the current parishes, establishing one set of trustees and one finance council who share the 
same mandate as the pastor; 

 
Whereas the proposed merger affords the opportunity to designate the church of Christ the King 
as the primary church of the merged parish- already equipped with the central office, that church 
would then serve as a central location for sacramental celebrations, reducing intercampus travel 
for the pastor and allowing him to reside next to the primary church (see c. 533 §1) , which gives 
demonstrable benefit to priest health; 

 
Whereas the proposed merger affords the opportunity for the pastor to utilize more efficient 
governance structures and more easily accessible ecclesiastical goods, granting him the 
opportunity to spend less time on administrative tasks and more time on pastoral care, which 
gives benefit to priest AND parishioner health; 

 
Whereas the rapid growth currently being experienced by the communities of Cambridge and 
Isanti affords opportunities for evangelization that would be hindered by the demands placed on 
parochial leadership by the current structures - structures that demand triplicate redundancies 



4 
 

 
and historic divisions of governance and resources that unnecessarily complicate the otherwise 
collaborative and consolidated ACC structure; 

 
Whereas the proposed merger draws together historic and distinct communities, creating the 
vision of the parish set forth by Pope Francis, "a community of communities" (Evangelii 
gaudium, 28), building on past collaboration to avoid any semblance of the small, isolated, 
homogenous, self-selecting communities that can promote a parochialism contrary to the 
unifying message of the Gospel; 

 
Whereas there has been no small amount of protest against this merger from the parish of Sts. 
Peter and Paul in Braham, which I have reviewed diligently and still found insufficient to 
overturn my decision, especially as I have no intention of suppressing the rights of the Faithful, 
who possess proper standing, to lodge petitions for revocation or amendment of this decree (see 
Appendix I); 

 
Whereas the proposed merger is also, in my judgment and in accord with the foregoing 
observations and motivations, for the good of the souls of the parishioners of the parishes of 
Christ the King, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, and Sts. Peter and Paul, urging them to recognize that 
there are no temples in heaven, save Christ Himself (Revelation 21:22); 

 
§1 I hereby decree that the parishes of Christ the King in Cambridge, St. Elizabeth Ann 
Seton in Isanti, and Sts. Peter and Paul in Braham are merged into an extinctive union, 
forming one new Parish of the Holy Family and comprising the territory previously 
included in each parish. 

 
Pursuant to this; 

 
And, whereas Fr. Peter VanderWeyst has served the three parishes in question since 2023; 

 
§2 I hereby appoint Fr. Peter VanderWeyst as pastor of the Parish of the Holy Family (cc. 
521, 523); and I hereby dispense from the obligation of taking possession in accord with 
c. 527 §2, such that he takes possession immediately, this decree serving as sufficient 
notification to the people of the parish (see Art. II below). 

 
§3 I also enact further precepts, decisions, and other provisions in Appendix I, which is 
provided directly to the pastor of the aforementioned parishes. 

 
 

Art. II - Notification 
 

The above merger and associated precepts and decisions, though related by reason of motivation 
and legal action, are nevertheless, strictly speaking, independent. Therefore, if Fr. VanderWeyst 
or another member of the Faithful is aggrieved by any article of this decree, that member may 
present a petition for modification or revocation of even a single provision therein, within ten 
working days of notification of the decree, ie the petition must be received at the Chancery of the 
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Diocese of Saint Cloud before the close of business on June 1, 2026 (see the address of the 
chancery in the header on the first page of this decree). 

To that end, I hereby direct that notification take place according to the following: 

§1 The Pastor is to receive a signed copy of the decree.
§2 The Pastor or his delegate is hereby directed to read the Preamble, the bold text of
Article One which enacts the merger, and this article at all weekend Masses on May 16-17;
§3 The Pastor or his delegate is to ensure that paper copies of this decree, less the
appendices, are provided in the churches of each parish merged by this decree; the pastor
may share information from the appendices upon request and at his discretion.
§4 This decree, less the appendices, is to be posted to the All Things New Website of the
Diocese of Saint Cloud on Friday, May 15, 2026.

So long as notification takes place as described above, all of the decisions, precepts, and other 
legal actions indicated in this decree go into effect on June 13, 2026, unless the particular 
provision indicates a different time. 




